
During the 16th and 17th centuries,
the English carried out a series of

plantations in Ireland, seizing
Irish-owned land to give to loyal

settlers from Great Britain.
The unequal distribution of land left

many Irish in a vulnerable position.
As tenants, they could be evicted

if they didn’t pay rent.
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1.8 million to
North America (1845-1855)

FAMINE SHIPS
Irish refugees crossed the Atlantic in damp,dark, overcrowded vessels. Many steerage passengers,already malnourished, succumbed to diseases liketyphus - or ‘ship fever’, as it was called. In 1847,one in five people who sailed from Cork to Quebecdied before even reaching land.

Most people who left Ireland ended up in North America.

While the majority used savings to fund their passage,

others had their fares covered by landlords or by

the British government. Under the Earl Grey

Scheme, for example, orphaned girls were

transported from workhouses to
male-dominated Australia.

The British government briefly set
up soup kitchens, but it was determined to

limit the money spent on helping the Irish poor.
Facing eviction and starvation, many tenant farmers
and labourers ended up in the workhouses along with their
families, where they lived and worked in terrible conditions.

Phytophthora infestans – or the potato blight

fungus – arrived in Ireland in 1845. Although the Irish

population was heavily reliant on the potato for food, most

people had reserves to see them through. But when the blight

returned in following years, it caused widespread disease,

starvation, and death or emigration for many.

The Great Famine of 1845-1852 – also known as the Great Hunger or, in Irish,
an Gorta Mór – was the greatest crisis in Irish history. Due to the failure of the
potato crop, a million people died and more than a million left Ireland.

NEW LIFE
AID

Irish emigrants often faced discrimination in

their new homelands and struggled to make ends

meet, but their children and grandchildren generally

enjoyed better lives. While the Great Famine was

a devastating event in Irish history, the mass

emigration it led to means there are now millions

of Irish-descended people worldwide.

70 million people
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AN GORTA MÓR

STAIRSTAIR...An Gorta Mór 
Ba é an Gorta Mór an ghéarchéim ba mheasa i stair na hÉireann. Le linn an ama sin, 
fuair milliún Éireannach bás agus d'fhág níos mó ná milliún eile an tír de bhrí gur 
theip ar an bpráta. 

RIAIL AN 
CHOILÍNEACHAIS

AN DÚCHAN 

CABHAIR 

Le linn an 16ú agus an 17ú haois, rinne na Sasanaigh plandálacha in Éirinn, inar tugadh talamh na nÉireannach do lonnaitheoirí dílse na Breataine. Ní raibh sé seo cothrom ar mhuintir na hÉireann agus fágadh i gcruachás agus i 
mbaol díbeartha iad.

Tháinig aicíd dhubh - nó dúchan na bprátaí – chun cinn in 

Éirinn in 1845. Bhraith daoine ar an bpráta, ach bhí cúltaiscí 

ag formhór mhuintir na hÉireann. Nuair a tháinig an dúchan 

ar an bpráta arís ina dhiaidh sin, áfach, bhí bochtanas, galar, 

ocras, bás nó eisimirce mar thoradh aige. 

Chuir rialtas na Breataine cistineacha anraith ar bun, 
ach ní raibh siad ag iarraidh mórán airgid a chaitheamh 
ar bhochtain na hÉireann. De bharr díbeartha agus gorta, 
fágadh go leor feirmeoirí agus saothraithe i dtithe na mbocht lena 
dteaghlaigh, áit ar oibrigh siad faoi dhálaí maireachtála uafásacha.

Easpórtáladh 
cruithneacht, 

coirce agus eorna 
le linn an ghorta 

EISIMIRCE

AN SAOL NUA 

LONGA BÁIS 

Chuaigh cuid mhór acu siúd a d’fhag Éire go Meiriceá Thuaidh. 

Chaith formhór acu an t-airgead a bhí sábháilte acu; fuair cuid 

acu maoiniú ó thiarnaí talún nó ón rialtas. Faoi Scéim Earl 

Grey, aistríodh cailíní dílleachtaithe ó thithe na mbocht 

chun na hAstráile, áit a raibh ceannas ag fir.

D’fhulaing eisimircigh Éireannacha leithcheal sna tíortha eile 
go minic agus bhíodh cuid acu ag streachailt sa saol, ach bhí 
saolta níos fearr ag a gclanna.  Cé gurbh eachtra thubaisteach 
i stair na hÉireann é an Gorta Mór, d’fhág sé go bhfuil na 
milliúin Éireannach scaipthe ar fud an domhain.

Thaistil teifigh Éireannacha trasna an Atlantaigh i mbáid dhorcha, thaise, phlódaithe. Cailleadh roinnt paisinéirí a bhí míchothaithe cheana féin sa stíris de bharr leithéidí tífis – nó ‘galar na mbád’. In 1847 cailleadh duine as gach cúigear a chuaigh ó Chorcaigh go Quebec sular leag siad cos ar thalamh.

Ceanada Meiriceá    1.8 milliún go Meiriceá 
Thuaidh (1845 – 1852). 
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